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ABSTRACT 

Numerous events, such as hurricanes, floods, and 
tornadoes, constitute a natural disaster for public schools. 
Human-caused disasters include hazardous-material emergencies, civil 
riots, fires, and nuclear accidents. This document contains 
emergency-management planning guidelines, developed by the Texas 
Education Agency, to help local school districts develop effective 
systems of disaster planning. An effective emergency plan addresses 
first-aid preparedness; parent-notification procedures; specific 
disaster procedures; personnel regulations; crisis-intervention 
procedures; and provisions for the use of school facilities, 
equipment, and personnel during disasters. Chapter 1 outlines the 
roles and responsibilities of various school personnel and community 
members in emergency-management planning. Chapter 2 describes the 
steps involved in preparing the plan. Guidelines for specific hazards 
are provided in the third chapter, including injury and illness, 
various natural disasters, utility failure, bomb threats, and nuclear 
incidents. Suggestions for developing an emergency-preparedness 
education program are offered in the fourth chapter. Chapter 5 
outlines crisis-intervention strategies for handling children's and 
personnel's emotional responses to disaster. A list of state 
resources is included. (LMl) 
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